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Table 2 A comparison of historical authenticity and natural authenticity
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Evolution of the connotation of natural authenticity and
its practice in natural protected areas in China
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Laboratory of Intelligent Monitoring Technology for Sustainable Tourism, Ministry of Culture and Tourism,
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Abstract: The recent introduction of the principle of "authenticity of natural ecosystems" in the
construction of national parks and the post-disaster restoration of Jiuzhaigou have triggered a
debate on the issue of authenticity of natural ecosystems in the academic community. This
paper systematically reviews the connotation of natural authenticity and its evolution in the
international arena, and makes corresponding suggestions based on the practice of the concept
of authenticity in Chinese natural protected areas. It is concluded that the issue of natural
authenticity originated from the debate on whether ecological restoration was reasonable, and
gradually evolved into the issue of whether to follow natural authenticity or historical
authenticity in ecological restoration. Under the impetus of the Convention on Biological
Diversity, the concept of ecological integrity has gradually replaced the concept of natural
authenticity in ecological conservation and restoration, following the principle of combining
humanism and scientism. In China's practice, however, the principle of authenticity in national
parks still emphasizes historical authenticity. This study will help to better understand the
principle of "authenticity" in the construction of national park systems and the ecological
restoration of natural heritage in the context of increasingly frequent natural disasters and guide
the management practice of natural protected areas in China.

Keywords: natural ecosystems; authenticity; natural protected areas; natural heritage; national

parks; heritage tourism



