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Fig. 1 Conceptual framework of

water-rights hierarchy
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Table 1 Information of the studied villages
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Table 2 Basic information of participants
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Fig. 3 The hierarchy structure of water resources in the core area of Hani Terraces before tourism development
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Table 3 The water utilization of the hotels in the studied villages
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Research on the evolution of water resources governance

in tourism destination from the perspective of hierarchy:
A case study of Hani Terraces

HU Jing-jing', BAO Ji-gang'’
(1. School of Tourism Management, Sun Yat-sen University, Zhuhai 519000, Guangdong, China; 2. Center for
Tourism Planning and Research, Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: The sustainable development of tourism depends on the input of various
environmental resources as well as the scientific and effective governance. However, the
governance of common-pool resources in tourism destinations still needs to be deepened. As a
kind of typical common-pool resources, water is the key to sustainable tourism. Taking the core
area of Hani Terraces as a case of study, based on the conceptual framework of water-rights
hierarchy and using qualitative research methods such as in-depth interview and participatory
observation, this paper explored the evolution of water-rights hierarchy in Hani Terraces before
and after the development of mass tourism. The results show that: (1) The change of political
regime and the development of mass tourism are the main driving forces for the evolution of
water- rights hierarchy in Hani Terraces, which affect the residents' water utilization practice
from the aspects of empowerment system and distribution mode. (2) Under the context of
tourism, the heterogeneity of the users in Hani Terraces was enhanced to a large extent and the
scarcity of water resources was also improved, thus water resources are undergoing a process
of commercialization. (3) Under the hierarchical structure, the decision- making entity at the
collective level, as the middle layer connecting the decision-making entity at the national level
and the user level, can promote the fair use and sustainable development of resources only by
giving full play to its supervisory and management governance function. At this stage, the
governance of water resources in Hani Terraces is dominated by the water trading market, and
the lack of governance from local authorities has worsened the situation, and Hani Terraces is
facing the challenge of sustainable development.

Keywords: sustainable development; governance of water resources; conceptual framework of

water-rights hierarchy; Hani Terraces



