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Fig. 2 The logical relationship between landscape ecology and spatial governance
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Abstract: A better understanding of the connotation of "territory" is a prerequisite for
developing the theoretical system and advancing the practical work of spatial planning. It is
necessary to constantly update the understanding of "territory" in accordance with the
development of disciplines and the changes in the real needs of spatial governance. Therefore,
this journal invited 15 young scholars to discuss the connotation of "territory". The main points
of view are as follows: (1) Territory is a complex coupled human and natural systems, with the
characteristics of pluralism on elements and nesting on spatial and temporal scales. It is
necessary to use the thinking of "landscape, forest, field, lake and grass" as a life community to
carry out the comprehensive development and utilization and systematic restoration and
protection of territory, so that it can become a natural governance platform. (2) Territory is a
network space constructed by "flow" and a relational space composed of different stakeholders.
It is necessary to integrate the territory through the "space of flows" to promote the sharing of
resources and elements between regions to achieve coordinated development; it is also
necessary to pay attention to the reconstruction of human and natural relationships and
interpersonal relationships, coordinate the interests of multiple subjects, and achieve
harmonious development. (3) Territory is a human space. It is necessary to fully perceive the
risks, suitability, constraints, and accessibility of the territory. We need compile people-oriented
spatial planning to enhance the ecological value, aesthetic value and humanistic care of
territory. (4) Territory is the object of spatial planning and governance. It is a specific spatial
carrier with marine space, rural space and cultural space, etc. It has attributes such as rights and
assets. It is necessary to realize the unified management of resources and assets in the spatial
planning, and highlight its economic value, social value and ecological value to achieve the
diversified needs of high-quality development and high-quality life for territory.

Keywords: territory; spatial planning; spatial governance; coupled human and natural systems



