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Pattern changes of China's agricultural trade and
countermeasures for the utilization of overseas
agricultural resources
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(1. Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China;
2. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China;
3. College of Earth Environmental Sciences, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: In 2017, the net import of virtual farmland of bulk agricultural products in China
reached 67.84 million ha and the external dependence was 33.4%, in which Brazil and the
United States are the major importing countries. In China, large import of land- intensive
agricultural products focused on soybeans ensures a certain degree of food supply. However,
implementing the "going- out" strategy of agriculture can fundamentally protect China's food
security. Although China's overseas agricultural investment has increased year by year, the
enterprises have poor control in overseas agricultural resources and high production risks due
to lack of long-term investment strategy guidance. For protecting China's food security, from
the strategic perspective of building a community with a shared future for mankind and
enhancing global agricultural product supply capacity, China should choose the best overseas
investment area to develop international soybean and palm oil and other types of edible oil and
fat feedstocks with large import volume and high foreign dependence in priority; encourage the
multiple enterprises to join the overseas agricultural resources development; cooperate deeply
with the investment destination country through the "order + farmer" model and integrate into
the global agricultural trade system.

Keywords: agricultural trade; virtual farmland resources; overseas agricultural resources;

investment and development; strategy and countermeasures



