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Fig. I Prospects for research on food and nutrition security in China
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Food and nutrition security:
A literature review and prospects for research

SUN Qian, LI Xiao-yun, YANG Zhi-hai, ZHANG Xiao-jiao
(College of Economics and Management, Huazhong Agricultural University, Wuhan 430070, China)

Abstract: Global food security has aroused great concerns in developing areas. In most
developing countries, triple burdens of hunger, under- nutrition (inadequate intake of macro-
and micronutrients), and over- nourishment (in the form of overweight and obesity
malnutrition) coexist. There is a long way to achieve the dual goals of food security and
nutrition security. By tracing 95 literatures, this paper aims to figure out the concept
development and evolution of food security and nutrition security, and put forward the research
priorities of future food and nutrition security. The article explores the evolution of the concept
of food security and nutrition security and narrates the evolutionary characteristics, and finds
that the concept of food security evolves from adequate supply of cereals to all foods, then to
foods quality and nutritional security and sustainable development, with the dimensions of food
security extending from a single availability dimension to multiple dimensions of availability,
accessibility, utilization, stability, and sustainability. Subsequently, we review the research on
food and nutrition demand analysis and forecasting, the capacity of food production, and
import impacts; furthermore, we review the impact of income, market, urbanization and
farmers' agricultural production on food consumption and nutrition security at the family and
individual levels. To achieve the goal of the balanced development of nutrition for urban and
rural residents, the paper provides an outlook for future food and nutrition research and brings
out four important fields deeply touched to extend study scope and depth for food and nutrition
security research in China. This review work reveals that it is of great significance to conduct
research on agricultural production diversity, crop planting structure adjustment and crop
nutrition enhancement, the impacts of urbanization and market development, and the
vulnerable residents' welfare on the nutrition enhancement.

Keywords: food security; nutrition security; evolutionary characteristics; research progress; re-

search prospects



