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Table 2 Provincial contribution of production factors and generalized technology
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Table 3 Comparative advantage value of tourism resources of forest parks in each province comparative
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Fig. 1 Comparative advantage of tourism resources
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The rationality of the model of tourism economic growth in forest
parks based on the comparative advantage of resources

HUANG Jie-long', WANG Li-qun', CHEN Qiu-hua’
(1. School of Economics and Management, Beijing Forestry University, Beijing 100083, China;
2. School of Management, Fujian Agriculture and Forestry University, Fuzhou 350001, China)

Abstract: To study the rationality of tourism development model in forest parks can provide
important bases for improving the utilization efficiency of forest tourism resources and
protecting forest resources. This article uses the Cobb- Douglas production function to
determine the type of the tourism growth model in forest parks at the provincial level and
analyzes the effects and utilization efficiency of tourism resources in the tourism growth
process of forest parks in perspectives of the "resource comparative advantage" and "resource
utilization rationality”. The main findings include: (1) The average contribution rates of capital
investment, labor input, tourism resource endowment and generalized technological progress in
forest parks are respectively 0.5132, 0.1712, 0.0697 and 0.2457 during the period from 2004 to
2014. There are five types of "capital-related-driven tourism growth model" in 24 provincial
level areas (hereafter provinces). There are four types of "generalized technological progress-
related-driven growth model" in 21 provinces, mainly in the central and western regions. There
are only two types of "tourism resources-related-driven growth model" in 3 provinces. (2) In
the process of tourism growth in China's forest parks, there is not only a phenomenon of
redundant capital investment, but also a phenomenon of insufficient utilization of tourism
resources. The utilization of tourism resources in some provinces is unreasonable due to
excessive capital investment, which directly leads to "over-utilization of tourism resources" and
"underutilization of tourism resources". The analysis shows that tourism resources in 19
provinces have not been rationally utilized. Among them, the tourism resources in 8 provinces
are over-developed, dominated by the eastern coastal and central provinces, and the tourism
resources in 11 provinces are underutilized, which is mainly in the southwest and northwest
regions. In addition, only the forest tourism resources in 12 provinces such as Beijing, Tianjin
and Shanghai can be developed and utilized reasonably. (3) There exists incomplete matchable
development status among tourism resource endowment, comparative advantage of tourism
resources and rational utilization of tourism resources due to the difference of capital
investment in each province. The comparative advantages of tourism resources in the provinces
with poor tourism resources are mostly at the intermediate level, but the state of resource
utilization is mostly insufficient. The comparative advantage of tourism resources in provinces
with medium tourism resources is mostly at a low level. Meanwhile, the provinces with rich
tourism resources are generally those with a large amount of resources, but the state of tourism
resource utilization is uncertain.

Keywords: forest parks; modes of tourism growth; factors of production; comparative advan-

tages of resources



