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Fig. 1 Spatial distribution of water resources in the countries along the Belt and Road
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Fig. 2 The per capita water resources of countries along the Belt and Road

0
BB 14 i B 1 B B 701

JRUBR B JAE 5 I R 2 e SE N % R vE R €6 0 IBE [ SR B a6 M BE g B R o 96 UK *‘ﬁ"ﬁ)ﬁﬂ%%i’tﬁﬁﬂlﬂb BHmJﬁ}kﬁﬂJF"ﬁ <KD RO LR

ey

SEAPOB DL BB 8 %’#ﬁﬁmm”ﬂxjﬁlﬂﬁ*ﬁﬂ?lﬁ&f& o L PR v e 55 B2 AN il B T 52 SR BT 9 BT 4% S SO T

N

&ﬂﬂ%@%%ﬁ%&ﬂ ST Byisi F s e W R WURIGH Mﬁm Jevy W%ﬁ WE e
Wi RS W MW Wil W W W B W W L EDA xR
i} 1 I 3 W ¥ i W i
" H
xR

I3 B R RSO R

Fig. 3 External water dependency rate of countries along the Belt and Road
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Fig. 5 The water utilization structure of countries along the Belt and Road
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Abstract: Water resources is the basic strategic resource. It is of great significance to conduct
research on water resources of countries along the Belt and Road for promoting the scientific
construction of the Belt and Road. Based on the World Bank and the FAO Water Resources
Databases, we started from the perspective of water exploitation and utilization, analyzed the
natural endowment and utilization status of water resources of countries along the Belt and
Road, and further explored the water resources exploitation potential status. The results showed
that: (1) In terms of water endowment, the surface water, groundwater and total water resources
were relatively high in Russia, China, Southeast Asia and South Asia, while they were
relatively low in Central Asia and West Asia. The per capita water resource was relatively high
in Central and Eastern Europe, Russia and Southeast Asia, while it was relatively low in West
Asia and South Asia. The external water dependency rate was high in the downstream of
transboundary rivers, while it was low in the upstream of transboundary rivers and island
countries. (2) In terms of water utilization, the water consumption was higher in the east than in
the west of the Belt and Road region, the per capita water consumption was the highest in
Central Asia and it was low in the surrounding areas. In terms of water use structure,
agricultural water was dominant in Asian countries, while industrial water was dominant in
Central and Eastern Europe countries. (3) In terms of water resources exploitation potential, the
exploitation potential of countries in the Arabian Peninsula was extremely low, and it was
extremely high in Central and Eastern Europe and Southeast Asia.

Keywords: countries along the Belt and Road; water endowment; water utilization; water

exploitation potential



